THE SCENE IS CHANGED

fashioned in the eyes of seekers after sheer dramatic novelty ;
but it betrayed also a certain weariness of the simpler things
in theatre, such as the direct appeal of poetry. Reinhardt
was unlucky in the moment of his approach to the screen,
for the great change-over to the talkie was just being made
and he would have directed silent pictures (just as he directed
wordless plays) best of all, 1928 was also the year of his
New York season, in which he presented several of his
Salzburg plays and brought Moissi, Hartmann and the
Thimig family before the American public. Outwardly
Schloss Leopoldskron and the Festival were just as before,
and the trolley-cars brought their loads of young Bavarian
tourists from a peaceful Berchtesgaden a few miles
away.
One of the September plays in London was Such Men
Are Dangerous, which began a run lasting some months.
Matheson Lang had chosen well in casting Robert Farquhar-
son for the Czar in opposition to his own Pahlen ; this
actor brought an Italianate delicacy to the playing of what
might have been the most bogus of character parts, too
often definable as parts without character. Another leading
player arose from this production in Donald Wolfit, who
played the sentry Stepan. The play itself was no master-
piece, but it had a strength that was brought out to the full
by the simplicity of Aubrey Hammond's background, and
Lang made the crafty conspkator a man of wit and even a
lover as well, Reginald Denham, who directed, has since
become a screen director and playwright. The Fountain-
Head, which I had finished rather suitably at Carlsbad, came
on a little kter for a limited season; its only subsequent
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